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Dear Friends of The Voice,

In our last issue, we talked about
“Relax” as a divine call which is crucial
to the long-term sustainability of Christian life and ministry work. I
hope you had been able to find time to lay back a bit, relax and reflect
over the last couple of months.

This time, I want to introduce another “R” which should be
fundamental to Christian mission. It is “Release”. Let’s look at the
below verses first:

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in
Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and
I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come down to rescue
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that
land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey
...So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the
Israelites out of Egypt.” — Exodus 3:7-10

The Israelites were suffering from slavery in Egypt. They were
originally VIPs in the country during Joseph’s time, but as time goes by,
they fell into the hands of the Egyptians and became slaves. They were
kept captive by the Egyptians and not able to rescue themselves. The
only thing they could do was to cry out to God for help.

Our faithful and gracious God saw and heard their suffering,
and decided to respond. In addition to verbal affirmation of His care
for them, God’s response included concrete actions that release the
Israelites from the suffering they were undergoing. He had planned
Canaan, the Promise Land, for them, and called Moses to lead them
out of the land of slavery to this destiny, a place flowed with milk and
honey.

Interestingly, though Moses was God’s representative in this
journey to Canaan and oversaw the everyday needs of the people,
God Himself did go with them also. God knew that this journey to the
Promise Land was not an easy one for the Israelites to travel alone.
They needed guidance, support and company, and God did not hesitate
to meet these inner needs.

Literally, slavery is no longer a general phenomenon in the modern
world. However, in reality, many people today remain being captive in
one way or another, and are not able to release from the captivity by
themselves, just like in slavery condition. Some people are “slaves” to
drugs, some to alcohol, some to sex, some to electronic games ...
and the list goes on and on. In fact, Paul called all of us

“slaves to sin” (Romans 6:16-17). o 2 'l‘thj.#
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No doubt that slavery and suffering are not what God wants
for mankind, as it is not His intent in the Creation and it breaks
God’s heart. Instead, He has the best plan and destiny for us. To
the Israelites, it was the Promise Land — Canaan; and to us, it is the
eternal life in Heaven. Like the Israelites in the story, human need
to move out from the land of slavery to the land of Promise, where
there is real freedom. This is what the Gospel is all about.

God’s act here clearly reveals the very nature of the Gospel,
and this is also confirmed by Jesus’ declaration of His divine
mandate in Luke 4:18, “... to preach good news to the poor ... to
proclaim freedom for the prisoners ... to release the oppressed.”
Sharing of the salvation message is merely a slice of the whole
Gospel, and equally important, it includes concrete actions of
releasing people from their stage of slavery and suffering. Simply
put, it is the preaching of the Gospel in “Words and Deeds.”

In Christian radio broadcasting, voice is the everyday means
for conveying the Gospel to the audiences. They listen to our
programs, and we do not have a lot of opportunity to meet them
in person. However, we believe this should not hinder us from
ministering to them with both “Words and Deeds.” At least, there
are two things we can do.

First, specialized programs can be developed to help releasing
target listeners from particular captivity. For instance, programs
specialized in addressing family violence, or marriage relationship,
or parenting.

Second, we can partner with other like-minded Christian
ministries which are at the “front-desk” of serving people’s needs,
by leveraging on our media expertise.

Since the beginning of this year, TWR Hong Kong starts
looking into new ministry opportunities in Hong Kong, Macau and
China, and these two elements have been adopted as core criteria in
our project selection process. After months of searching and prayer,
we sense the call to begin with addressing the gambling culture
among most Chinese people. We plan to offer dramatized audio
programs to help releasing the gamblers and their families and
friends from the curse of gambling. Our role will focus on raising
the listeners’ awareness of the problem and encouraging them to
seek assistance from our Christian organizations which specialized
on gambling rehabilitation.

Whilst my co-worker Light Rain will share with you more
about this new program in the following article (in Chinese),
I would like to invite you to consider partnering with us in
this particular ministry of releasing people from the slavery of
gambling. At this moment of writing this article, we do not have
any committed financial resource and additional manpower for
this new program. However, we decide to take a step of faith to
move forward, since we believe we are called to do so. I pray that
the Holy Spirit will inspire you to give to this program, as well as
to volunteer your talent and time. Your intercessory prayer is also
very much needed.

Do get some relaxing time to allow the Lord to speak to you
how you can get involved in releasing those who are suffering.

May God bless you abundantly as you respond to His call.

Your servant,
Raymond Kwong
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| / We would like to support TWR Hong Kong:

[ Receive newsletter “The Voice”:
[ Printed copy [ E-copy via email

[ Receive monthly prayer request via email

[ Be a volunteer

[ Donation support -
O General Fund  HK$
O Gambling Rehabilitation Program  HK$
O Unreached People Group Project HK$
O Salary (Staff name, if any:
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O Program Production Cost HK$
O Radio Church Project HK$
O Seminary On The Air Online HK$

O ENmlki O TBFhR (LLEBEEE)

) HK$

O Other (Please specific:
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By cheque (Payable to“Trans World Radio Hong Kong Limited”)
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Please send this form together with the cheque or deposit slip, if applicable, to P.O. Box 98697 Tsim Sha Tsui Post Office, Kowloon, Hong Kong. For credit
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